PO Box 19, Apollo, PA 15613
rgazarik@hotmail.com
www.kiskicats.org
http://awos.petfinder.com/shelters/pa159.html
www.facebook.com/kiskivalleycatkittenrescue

KITTY QUARTERLY
Cats of the Quarter:
Chloe is a very sweet little lady who had a tough start. She
came to the shelter with two bad eyes, but luckily, the vet
said that even though her eyes are cloudy, she has vision
in both and nothing else needs to be done. She loves
playing with her brother, Cleo. Cleo is a super spunky little
man who is bonded with his sweet sister, Chloe. They are
hilarious together and would need to be adopted as a
pair. Cleo and Chloe have the biggest purrs for such little
kittens. They would surely be a great addition to any loving household.

Little
Chloe & Cleo

Brother and sister bonded
pair, Lucy and Grayson, are
two quiet and gentle
kittens who would love a
furever home where their
personalities can blossom.
They are such a sweet duo.

ChinChin & Eve

Lucy & Grayson
In 2020, ChinChin, and his
sister, Eve, were born to a
stray cat in a downtown
alley. They came into the shelter as very timid kittens. Over
time, they have made progress and we believe that they
would thrive in time once in their furever home. Because
they have been together since the beginning, we would
love to see the pair be adopted together.
Mo and Larry are very playful and friendly. They came from
the same place as Cleo and Chloe. They like to climb up
your legs for attention or lie in the dust pans as volunteers
sweep the floor. These two would make great family pets!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
If you are interested in
volunteering, please
contact Renee at
rgazarik@hotmail.com

Mo & Larry

You can find out more about these kitties on Petfinder or by
contacting Renee at rgazarik@hotmail.com.

Spring 2022

How did you start volunteering at KVCKR?

Volunteer
Spotlight:

Well, it all started because of butterflies, lol! I was looking for milkweed for my monarch caterpillars to eat
and I went to this local field not far from my house. When I got there, the whole field was mowed by Lower
Burrell workers and I was beside myself. After thinking where can I get milkweed or find some locally, I turned
and saw this beautiful house with astounding gardens all around it and thought “Bingo” I bet this person
knows everything about butterflies and milkweed. So, I knocked on the door, and by my luck, Shirley was
home. We started to talk and that afternoon we realized we had so much in common. We both loved cats and
nature! She told me about Kiski Valley Cat and Kitten Rescue needing volunteers and I was hooked after that.

Laura Beck
Residence:
New Kensington, PA

Have you adopted any kitties from KVCKR?
I have not because I never heard of this shelter before. All 6 of my cats are rescues from allover the Pittsburgh area. I have always adopted from shelters and have worked at multi rescues most of my life. It started
at the young age of 5 recusing ducks and wildlife with my father who was a very talented duck carver. We
always had animals dropped off on our farm, mostly cats . After many cats needing help and homes, I decided
to work at the humane society after college until I found my calling. I got my first 3 cats during my shelter
days in Pittsburgh and my family just got bigger from there on. I met my husband and had twins (boy and girl)
and gained 6 cats total (family circus) now.

Is there any kitty at the shelter that holds a special place in your heart?
I must say the black kitten, Scarlet, was one of my favorites. It was the first cat I named at the shelter. Scarlet
and I would take catnip around to all the other cats every Monday when I volunteered. She will always have a
place in my heart; I am so happy when she got adopted. Now, the new older muted torties “Tilly” and “Nola”
in the trailer are my new found favorites. It’s really hard to pick favorites when our shelter has so many amazing cats.

When not volunteering, what do you do (work, family, etc.)?
During my days away from the shelter I spoil our 6 cats Sadie 21, Sid 13, Ford 9, Peavey aka Pet Peeves 8, Mister Buttermilk 1 and Tweak 1! My
normal daily routine keeping house clean, making healthy home cooked meals and run kids to after school activities. I volunteer one day a
week with another nonprofit “Wildbird Recovery at Stormy Oaks Nature Conservancy” in Valencia, Pa. We focus on rehabbing injured songbirds
and birds of prey there. We also educate children and adults on all nature topics. I do fundraising events and care for baby songbirds mainly
through breeding season. I also raise monarchs from May through October at my home and supply the Pittsburgh Zoo with education Monarchs
for migration release programs. Outdoor gardening is one of my hobbies especially my butterfly garden. My family also enjoys doing pottery
together and hunting for mushrooms in the woods behind our house through the nice months.

Is there anything else you would like to add?
Josh and I are raising our kids with #1 goal to always have compassion for animals and respect nature as we were taught as kids. We hope that
our kids will make a positive impacted on this world through animals! I’m sure we can all only hope the next generation can stop animal cruelty
and make the world a better place.

“Never try to out-stubborn a cat.” - ROBERT A. HEINLEIN

Success Story...Sky (formerly known as Midnight)
Today marks one year we have had our (Midnight) SKY kitty. In case you need to be reminded of who he is,
he is the Manx cat without a tail we adopted from you. I wanted to let you know he is healthy, spoiled,
loved, warm and fed.
Like all cats, he runs the house. He sleeps in the middle of a king sized bed while my
wife and I sleep on the edges. My 7 year old adores him and she is now obsessed
with cats in general. At Halloween, we discovered he loved little rubber skeletons. So we bought a 50 pack on Amazon and now the house looks like a graveyard!
He has been doing very well eating his special food due to his sensitive belly. He’s very good with the litter box and
loves his scratching post. He’s very good with a lot of things. He’s Also crazy, zooming all over the house in the middle of the night, dragging his toys into our bed and getting into everything as cats do. We are so happy to have him
as part of the family!
-Joe S.

Microchipping Your Cat
Contributors: Tammy Hunter, DVM; Cheryl Yuill, DVM, MSc, CVH
Taken from: https://vcahospitals.com/know-your-pet/microchipping-your-cat
The purpose of microchips used for pets is to provide a form of permanent identification. These microchip implants are called radio frequency identification (RFID)
tags. They are tiny, about the size of a grain of rice, and are passive. This means
that they passively store a unique identification number and do not actively transmit any information. The microchip implanted in your cat has no battery and no
internal power source, so it sits inertly in the cat until it is read by a special microchip scanner.
Even the most responsible pet owners cannot ensure that their cat will not get lost.
Although most indoor cats tend to stay indoors, there is always the possibility that
they could escape if somebody opens a door at the wrong time, if they manage to
push through loose window screen if something catches their attention outside, or
if there is an emergency situation where the home has to be evacuated. Indoor cats that are not familiar with the great outdoors can become very frightened in these situations and may not be able to figure out how to get back home.
Once my cat has been microchipped, is there anything else I need to do? Yes, you must register the number with the appropriate agency. Your veterinarian will provide you with the documents and contact information and will tell you if any fees are
required. If you do not register your pet with your corresponding contact information to the database, the whole procedure
will be pointless. For this reason, many veterinarians submit the paperwork for you.
Although the implanted microchip will continue to function over your cat’s lifetime without any need for maintenance, the
system will not work unless you keep your contact information current. If you move or change your telephone number, make
sure you update the information with the registration agency.
How will the microchip help my cat get home? Most, if not all, humane societies and animal shelters now have universal microchip readers, and scan all animals that come into their care. If a lost cat is brought to a veterinary clinic, the veterinary staff
will use their reader to check for a microchip. Since the occasional microchip may move out of position, the microchip reader
will be passed over the entire body of the cat in order to ensure that the chip will be detected if present.
The reader will detect the electronic code embedded in the chip and display the identification number on its screen. The registration database is then checked for this identification number (either online or by phone), and the pet owner’s contact information is retrieved. Steps are being taken to standardize the readers and develop databases that can be readily accessed.
Millions of cats get lost every year, and cats that do not have microchips have less than a 5% chance of being reunited with
their families. Cats with microchips were found to be more than twenty times as likely to be reunited with their families. The
main reasons that owners were not found if the cat was microchipped, were that the telephone number was incorrect or disconnected, or the owners did not return the phone call or letter from the finder.
To help you keep your cat as safe as possible, make sure that your cat has a microchip and an ID tag, and that you have a clear
photograph of your cat showing any unique markings. If your cat does get lost, you should distribute flyers that include your
cat’s photograph and contact information, contact your local humane societies or animal shelters, alert your veterinarian, and
advertise your lost cat on social media.

Memorial Day Weekend Yard Sale
635 Pine Run Rd., Apollo. PA
Saturday, May 28th 9am-4pm
(featuring The Hot Dog Guys from 11am-3pm)
Sunday, May 29th 9am-4pm
Monday, May 30th 9am-4pm

Labor Day Weekend Yard Sale
We are planning to have our annual Labor Day Weekend Yard Sale.
Check our website as it gets closer for details.

Cats of the Quarter (cont.)...Senior Spotlight
Mountain Boy is hoping to finally have a loving home for his golden years.
He's been in the shelter for quite some time and is beyond ready to know
what it feels like to have his very own bed and food bowl. Mountain Boy is
estimated to be about 15 years old, which is surprising because he looks
so youthful and is energetic for being a senior. He's always ready to greet
the volunteers as they're cleaning and is usually hanging around his buddy, Chester (another senior cat who has been at the shelter since 2011
and would love a furever home).

Mountain Boy

Scrooge used to be a little grumpy...BUT you would NEVER know that now.
He's the first one to run up to you, and will not leave our volunteers’ side.
He loves his pets and will head bop your hand. He always wants to be the
star of the show, so taking pictures of other cats is quite the challenge!

Chester

Scrooge is a senior and is ready to ditch the shelter life and find a home of his very own.
Please consider adopting this sweet guy and so he can finally have a home to live out his
golden years.

Scrooge

You can find out more about Scrooge, Mountain Boy and Chester on Petfinder or by contacting Renee at rgazarik@hotmail.com.

“Just watching my cats can make me happy.” – Paula Cole
DONATING
Kiski Valley Cat & Kitten Rescue is always
appreciative of any and all donations. As
a truly non-profit organization, all re-

SHELTER WISHLIST
The shelter can always use the following items:
•

Canned Cat Food (Pate)

kittens. The shelter functions solely on

•

Dry Food: Preferably Purina Naturals or Kitten Chow

the dedication of volunteers and the gen-

•

Toys/treats

erosity from our donors. Please go to our

•

Monetary Donations (ways to donate can be found on our website)

•

Cleaning vinegar

•

Paper Towels

•

Volunteers to help clean/take care of the cats

If you are interested in volunteering, please

•

Volunteers to help with “handyman” projects

contact Renee at rgazarik@hotmail.com

•

Help finding loving homes for our kitties!

sources go only to the care of the cats/

website at www.kiskicats.org for ways to

donate.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

We want to hear from you!
If you would like to share your KVCKR adoption
story, please email us at KVCKR@hotmail.com

KVCKR is a registered 501c(3) charity organization

Thank you Minuteman Press in Leechburg

