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KITTY QUARTERLY
Cat of the Quarter: Bianca
Bianca was found wondering the property
of an elderly couple who could not keep
her. Bianca has an beautiful white coat
and striking blue eyes. We do believe that
she may be deaf, but that does not hinder
her in any way. Bianca is a sweet cat who
is easily one of the most neat and tidy cats
we have ever had at the shelter.

Gemma
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You can find out more about Bianco on Petfinder or by contacting Renee
at rgazarik@hotmail.com.
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Labor day weekend was KVCKR’s annual yard sale. We were lucky to have
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All the money raised from this sale is going towards Kimmy’s Surgery. Kimmy
has Stomatitis which makes it very painful for her to eat and clean herself. The
solution is to have all of her teeth pulled, which will cost between $1000$1500. (go to our website to read more about Kimmy’s story).
We were able to raise $729 from the yard sale. With other donations made
specifically for Kimmy, we reached the amount of her surgery.
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season.
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Roo and his brother, Smallcat
My husband and I went to the shelter just before Christmas last year,
originally planning to find an older adult-senior cat as a friend for our
senior we have at home. We toured all of the buildings, and Roo
picked us. When we were in the last building, we did decide to step in
the kitten enclosure, mainly just to pet them since they were all so
cute, and Roo climbed up on my husband's shoulder. We still debated
taking an older cat, but we decided we had to take Roo because he
wanted us. Roo continues to be the clingy one - he likes to sleep on my chest at night and is always on my lap when
I am playing video games.
I knew that Roo had a brother at the shelter, but we were only looking for one cat.
I occasionally browse Petfinder just looking at pictures of all the cats, and in
browsing, I noticed that by April, Roo’s brother was still listed on Petfinder. I went
to meet him in person and he was very skittish and had one weepy eye. I decided
that he needed to be put back with his brother to try to help him calm down. So,
we took him home...and named him Smallcat.
Smallcat was initially terrified and hid under our couch. Within a few days, he
started coming out and playing with Roo. He was still vnervous around people but
did let us start to pet him. After another couple of months of slowly getting braver,
Smallcat has just recently started jumping up on my lap for pets. His eye condition does appear to be chronic, but it
does not seem to bother him at all. Smallcat is extremely playful and clearly seems to be happy to be in a home.
-Alexis Jordan

One cat just leads to another - Ernest Hemingway
Update on Squinty
Squinty, who was featured as Cat of the Quarter in the Summer Newsletter now has a forever
home where he has been renamed, Hawi.
Squinty was brought to a local vets by his previous owners. They wanted to put him down because of his “squinting” eyes. Luckily, the clinic was able to take custody of him and they called
Renee. Besides his ”squinting” eyes, there was nothing physically wrong with him. Squinty’s
condition was finally diagnosed as Entropion, a genetic condition in which a portion of the eyelid
is inverted or folded inward against the eyeball. After the diagnosis was finally made, Squinty
was able to get the surgery he needed to correct his eyelids.
Before Squinty was diagnosed, he already had a home waiting for
him. One of our volunteers who now lives in NH, heard his story and
couldn’t believe that he was almost put down just because of a genetic
(non-life threatening) condition. She came to visit the shelter mid-July and took Squinty along
with 3 other cats home (to join her 15 other rescues from KVCKR). Squinty’s name was changed
to Hawi (pronounced Havi), Hawi is the town in Hawaii that is the bike turnaround point for the
Ironman World Triathlon Championships held in Kona each year. They have a KVCKR rescue
who looks like Hawi named Kona (formerly known as Nico at the shelter) so they thought it
would be fitting.
Hawi is enjoying his new home…he plays with his kitty siblings and loves attention! His purr is
one of the loudest and he is curious about everything…he definitely is not a shy kitty and acclimated to his new home almost instantly!

Feline Entropion
http://www.snapcats.org/2018/05/08/feline-entropion/

Entropion in cats is a condition which causes the eyelids to turn inward, rather than lying flush and round
with the eyeball. Although the condition is not common for cats, it does tend to have a higher rate of occurrence in purebred cats. Both the Burmese and the Persian are two particular purebreds that are
known to be afflicted by entropion more commonly than any other cat breed. Entropion is not a lifethreatening condition, but it can cause moderate amounts of irritation and can affect the ability of a cat
to see normally.

Detecting Entropion
Entropion can occur in both the upper and lower eyelids in cats. However, it seems to occur most commonly in the lower eyelids. Entropion can be seen throughout any stage of a cat’s life. If a cat is born with
entropion as a congenital defect, it will soon become recognizable in the months following birth. Because
entropion is not always genetic, it can develop later in life at the onset of changes within the eye, which is
actually more common than cases of genetic entropion. The following signs can all be indicative of entropion in a cat:
•
•
•
•
•

Change in appearance of the eyelids
Tearing and squinting
Light sensitivity
Red and swollen appear of the eyelids
Discharge from the eyes

Underlying Causes
Because entropion can occur on two different levels, either at birth or later in life, the causes associated
are very different. When entropion develops later in life, it usually signifies a change in the condition of
the eye or an underlying health condition. Naturally, entropion alone leaves the eye susceptible to irritation and infection, so identifying the underlying cause is very important in determining a treatment regimen. Corneal ulcers appear to be the main cause of developing entropion in cats. Because there is a
great deal of pain associated with these types of ulcers, the eyelid can sometimes spasm in response,
leaving it turned inward. In addition, other infectious diseases or trauma to the eye can also cause the
onset of entropion. Regardless of the cause, it needs to be identified. The condition of entropion alone is
not life-threatening, but the inward turn of the eyelid can lead to significant rubbing of the cornea, eventually causing infection, as well as a
decrease or complete loss of sight.
Treatment

The most common procedure for resolve of entropion is surgery. During surgery, the eyelid is actually rolled outwards and returned to its
normal position. Although, surgery may not always be indicative depending on what caused the entropion to occur. If a secondary infection is present, antibiotic medications may clear up the infection, and
the condition of the eyelids may return to normal. The only downfall to
surgical entropion correction is that spasms of the eyelid can still occur,
regardless of whether or not the underlying condition is treated.
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Cat & Kitten Rescue

Wishlist

Kiski Valley Cat & Kitten

The shelter can always use the following items

Rescue is always apprecia-

•

Canned Cat Food

•

Dry Food: Purina Naturals and/or Kitten Chow

•

Toys/treats

go only to the care of the

•

Vinegar for Cleaning

cats/kittens. The shelter

•

Office Supplies (stamps, envelopes, paper, etc.)

functions on the dedication

•

Monetary Donations

of volunteers and the gen-

•

Volunteers to help clean/take care of the cat cages

•

Volunteers to help with “handyman” projects

•

Help finding loving homes for them!

tive of any and all donations. As a truly non-profit

organization, all resources

erosity from our donors.

Cat & Kitten Rescue
PO Box 19
Apollo, PA 15613
E-mail: rgazarik@hotmail.com
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