Kiski Valley Cat & Kitten Rescue, Inc.
PO Box 19, Apollo, PA 15613
rgazarik@hotmail.com
www.kiskicats.org
http://awos.petfinder.com/shelters/pa159.html
www.facebook.com/kiskivalleycatkittenrescue

KITTY QUARTERLY
Cat of the Quarter: Jasper
Jasper and his siblings were born into an outdoor colony. When they first were brought to
us, they were very timid but each of them have
really come out of their shell since they arrived.
Update: Jasper is now one of the friendliest
cats at the shelter. He will follow you around, rubbing up against you and
wanting to be pet. He has come such a long way since coming to the shelter
and truly deserves a forever home.

You can find out more about Jasper on Petfinder or by contacting Renee at
rgazarik@hotmail.com.
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We were extremely lucky to have great weather this year
(for those who recall last year when Sunday evening
brought heavy winds and rain destroying a lot of
merchandise). Between online sales and the actual yard
sale, we were able to raise $2,075, all of which goes to
the care of all of the felines at KVCKR!
Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped out,
whether it be keeping up with the daily shelter
maintenance, donating items to sell, set-up/cleanup, or working the yard sale...your help was greatly
appreciated!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
If you are interested in
volunteering, please
contact Renee at
rgazarik@hotmail.com
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Ms. Schnookums: a VERY feral kitten success story
I first met Renee after our precious cat of 15 years passed away. She invited us to
her house to meet several kittens she had available for adoption. Our original plan
was to adopt 2 kittens. My four children went with me and four kittens chose to
come home with us. Over the years, we have adopted a total of 11 kittens!
We took a friend of ours to adopt a cat this spring (she
adopted two!) While we were there, I noticed a very small
kitten in a crate who was terribly afraid of people. I asked Renee if she thought anyone
would adopt her. She highly doubted it as the kitten was very feral. The kitten would
probably end up living in the shelter’s feral house the rest of her life.
We decided to adopt Schnookums (mid-March 2020). We picked her up at the vet who
shared with us that she was the “meanest kitten they every met.” We brought her home
and kept her isolated from our other cats so she could get used to her surroundings. She
has her own “apartment” in my office.
At first, she would not come out from the corner of the room because she was so afraid. She would hiss and try to
scratch us. Due to COVID, I am fortunate enough to work from home. I spent at least 8 hours a day in the room
with her. Slowly, she would come out of the corner, rub against my legs and purr. Each day
she became more trusting of me. At one point, she did not want me to touch her but when I
tried to leave the room, she would attack my legs!
I am happy to say she is a totally different cat from the day we brought her home. She is now
allowing me to pick her up and cuddle her! She has become a very loving and trusting cat to
my son and me. We are still working on her trust with the grandkids!!
We are so happy we were able to tame her and give her a fur-ever loving home!
-Susan Bell

“The smallest feline is a masterpiece.” – Leonardo da Vinci
Mr. Tink (May 2009—September 2020)
Mr. Tink was born in May of 2009 to a stray that was abandoned at the Alleghany Twp.
Pizza Hut and was brought to the shelter on July 17, 2009. In July 2016, Tink had an
“episode” where he had to be put in a cage to monitor him. I had been volunteering at
the shelter since that February and had adopted 3 cats from KVCKR (and already had 3)
but wanted to help Tink any way I could. On July 31st , Tink became an Andersson.
Over the years, Tink started to lose mobility in his legs and it was determined that he most
likely had a brain tumor that was causing this. My husband, Jan, and I decided that we
would care for Tink until we knew his quality of life was no longer there.
Tink had his ups and downs but soldiered on even when he got to the point where walking was no longer possible. But
through that, he continued to bless us with his big eyes staring up at us. One night, Tink became very restless, so we
took him to the vet the next morning. We knew after getting back his bloodwork, that it was his time. On September
9, 2020, Tink crossed the rainbow bridge, joining his kitty siblings in heaven. It was truly an honor to have taken care of
Tink for the years we had him. He touched so many lives and will be missed tremendously!
-Kara Andersson

Feline Cerebellar Hypoplasia

Written by: Jenna Stregowski, RVT

Feline cerebellar hypoplasia is a neurological disorder that occurs when a cat's brain did not develop properly in the womb. This disorder is congenital, meaning it is present at birth. A cat with cerebellar hypoplasia has an underdeveloped cerebellum, a part of the brain located in the
back of the brain beneath the cerebrum. The cerebellum is responsible for coordination, spatial awareness, and fine motor skills. Feline cerebellar hypoplasia is not typically a life-threatening condition, but it can have a negative impact on the cat's quality of life depending on the severity.
Signs of Feline Cerebellar Hypoplasia
Cats with cerebellar hypoplasia often have trouble walking, running, keeping balanced, jumping, and locating objects.1 They often bob their
heads and appear wobbly when walking. Some will experience splaying of their limbs or slide on their feet. They may have trouble focusing on
objects and approaching them accurately, especially when it comes to litter boxes, waters bowls, and food dishes.
Signs of cerebellar hypoplasia are generally first detected when the kitten begins walking, typically around four to six weeks of age. Cases of
feline cerebellar hypoplasia range from mild to severe.
Feline cerebellar hypoplasia is not a painful condition, nor is it contagious. Fortunately, cerebellar hypoplasia does not get worse over time. The
condition will also not improve over time. However, most kittens learn to adapt as they age and can live happy healthy lives.2 In many cases, it
may seem that the condition has improved because the cat has done such a great job adapting to it. In severe cases, the cat may need a lot of
assistance in life. This still doesn't mean the cat cannot experience a good quality of life.
Feline Cerebellar Hypoplasia Causes
Because feline cerebellar hypoplasia begins in utero, a cat can only be born with the condition; it cannot be acquired later in life.1 The cause of
the birth defect may come down to the mother's experiences while pregnant. A pregnant cat may come into contact with a virus or experience
a trauma that affects her fetuses. One or more of her kittens may be born with cerebellar hypoplasia.
In some cases, feline cerebellar hypoplasia is simply genetic/hereditary. The exact cause of feline cerebellar hypoplasia cannot usually be determined unless there is a known trauma or virus exposure to the mother cat.
Diagnosing Feline Cerebellar Hypoplasia
There is no simple test to diagnose cerebellar hypoplasia in cats. However, your veterinarian may recommend a series of tests to rule out more
serious conditions. Your vet will likely start with routine lab work like blood chemistry, complete blood count, and urinalysis. These tests may
reveal metabolic problems, organ dysfunction, or abnormal cells in the blood or urine.
Your primary vet may refer you to a veterinary specialist, like a neurologist, to pursue further testing. The best way to rule out other major neurological conditions is for a veterinary specialist to conduct a CT or MRI scan.1 A cerebrospinal fluid tap may also be recommended to look for
bacterial or viral infections. The CT or MRI may show brain abnormalities including but not limited to cerebellar hypoplasia.
Advanced diagnostics are not always necessary. Perhaps your budget is tight or you don't want your cat to undergo a lot of testing. Your vet
may be able to make a presumptive diagnosis based on your cat's symptoms, then offer options for helping you cat life a wonderful life.
Caring for a Cat With Cerebellar Hypoplasia
There is no cure for feline cerebellar hypoplasia.1 Sadly, euthanasia may be the most humane option for cats with very severe cerebellar hypoplasia. The good news is that most cats with mild to moderate cerebellar hypoplasia can lead relatively normal lives with a little extra help from
their owners.
Cats with cerebellar hypoplasia should always be spayed or neutered in case their condition is genetic and can be passed down.
For their own safety, cats with cerebellar hypoplasia should never be allowed to go outdoors.1 They should not be declawed as they need all
their claws to help keep their balance. Their nails should be kept a little longer than you would keep them on the average cat. This will help
them gain traction around the house.
Cats with cerebellar hypoplasia will do better with large litter boxes that are easy to get in and out of. Ramps placed in front of litter boxes and
furniture can make it much easier for cats to access these areas. For safety, place baby gates at steps to prevent falls. Avoid giving easy access
to very high places as these cats are more likely to fall. Help create traction where there are slick floors by laying down yoga mats or foam pads.
Use non-slip mats for the food and water bowls and keep a non-slip standing surface in front of the bowls for your cat to stand on. Wide bowls
for food and water may be easier for cats to access.
Be sure to carefully introduce new cats and other pets to your cat with cerebellar hypoplasia. These cats can certainly live with
"normal" animals, but they may be more vulnerable if the pets are not getting along. Supervise all interactions until you are sure they are used
to one another. In general, it's best not to leave a cat with cerebellar hypoplasia alone with a larger dog. Dogs, especially those with higher prey
drives, may perceive the cat as prey in distress and chase or attack out of instinct.
A cat with mild to moderate cerebellar hypoplasia may be more accident-prone than the average cat, but there's a high likelihood the cat can
learn to adapt and compensate for the differences and live a long happy life. A little help from you will go a long way.
If you suspect your pet is sick, call your vet immediately. For health-related questions, always consult your veterinarian, as they have examined your pet, know the pet's health history, and can make the best recommendations for your pet.
https://www.thesprucepets.com/feline-cerebellar-hypoplasia-4171881)

How did you start volunteering at KVCKR?

Volunteer
Spotlight:

Gail & Paul Shodi

Paul and I are retired Leechburg teachers. Paul taught drivers ed and social studies. I
taught business subjects and computer applications. While I was still teaching I accompanied my friend to the shelter to help and see how it was done. The first time she
traveled that summer and asked me to cover, my husband volunteered to go along. He
actually kept going every week (he had retired) when I had to go back to school. We
made it a joint venture when I retired a couple years later. And we have been in Building I ever since. For me, it is my 16th year.

Have you adopted any kitties from KVCKR?
I have always liked cats but haven't had any partly because we have a son who was
severely allergic and partly because we have always had dogs. I just felt I couldn't
take the time to introduce a cat to our dogs.

Is there any kitty at the shelter that holds a special place in your heart (alive or
deceased)?
I especially like the cats who come to you wanting attention. You can tell that they
once were someone's cats and miss people. And I have a soft spot for the shy ones
who stand back and watch you carefully until you reach out to touch and see how they
react. Paul, on the other hand, likes the few who hiss. He thinks they have character.

When you are not volunteering, what do you do? (family, work, etc.)
Our non shelter time is spent walking our dogs twice a day in the woods behind our
house or at Crooked Creek. Paul gardens and we do a lot of canning and freezing. I always have a couple needlework projects going. And we try to make ourselves useful
by doing the projects our adult children ask of us. And for social life--we go out to eat
with friends and/or watch our grandson's Seneca Valley sporting events.

“The smallest feline is a masterpiece.” – Leonardo da Vinci
Kiski Valley Cat & Kitten Rescue is always appreciative of

SHELTER WISHLIST

any and all donations. As a
truly non-profit organization,

The shelter can always use the following items:

all resources go only to the

•

Canned Cat Food

•

Dry Food: Preferably Purina Naturals or Kitten
Chow

•

Toys/treats

•

Monetary Donations

•

Cleaning vinegar

•

Paper Towels

•

Volunteers to help clean/take care of the cats

•

Volunteers to help with “handyman” projects

•

Help finding loving homes for them!

care of the cats/kittens. The
shelter functions on the ded-

ication of volunteers and the
generosity from our donors.

We want to hear from you!
If you would like to share your
KVCKR adoption story, please
email us at:
KVCKR@hotmail.com

Some of the Building 1 cats lounging in
the attached outdoor enclosure

