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KITTY QUARTERLY
Cats of the Quarter:
Dollup came to us in May with a litter of all male kittens.
Her kittens have all been adopted but Dollup is still at
the shelter. She is such a calm and gentle cat that loves
attention! She is a sweet girl that deserves a forever
home. She promises to be an instant lap cat!

Happy Halloween!

Dollup
Leo came in with his 3 littermates on July 16th. He was born in
a basement to a feral cat in May in Adamsburg, PA.
The entire litter was very timid but are making great progress and we truly believe that with time and patience, Leo
will come out of his shell in his forever home.
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Yard Sale Recap
KVCKR would like to thank everyone who came out
to support us making this year’s yard sale a success!
Between donations, raffle ticket sales and the actual
yard sale, we were able to raise $1,700, all of which
goes to the care of all of the felines at KVCKR!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Patches

Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped out, whether it be keeping up with
the daily shelter maintenance, donating items to sell, set-up/clean-up, or working
the yard sale...your help was greatly appreciated!

If you are interested in
volunteering, please
contact Renee at
rgazarik@hotmail.com

-Renee
Fall 2021

Success Story...Enzo Furrari
It was a sad day, at the beginning of the pandemic, when our beloved 20-yearold cat, Tucker, died. At one time, our house had been a hub of activity with 3
cats, 3 kittens, and a very lively Labrador retriever named Jake. Tucker had
been the last member of this motley group and our home was strangely quiet.
Several months passed and my husband and I decided to get another cat.
Over the years we had many different cats with a variety of personalities ranging from aloof and cranky to lap cats; we loved them all. Since we had decided
to get only one cat, I knew I wanted one with an engaging personality.
We did not get all our previous cats from shelters and rescues; some were
strays. It had been 20 years since I last went looking for a cat and much had
changed in the shelter/rescue landscape. Additionally, due to the pandemic,
there was an additional level of intentionality that was required. I needed to
make appointments at shelters and needed to identify the cat(s) I wanted to
visit. It seemed that gone were the days where I could just show up at a shelter and visit with all of the cats, which was something I had done in the past.
I visited shelters all over Western PA for a period of 2 months and I eventually found KVCKR through Petfinder’s website. I first connected with Renee via email and visited the rescue shortly thereafter. My first appointment was actually
to see another cat; however, he had already been adopted. I spent 2 heavenly hours visiting with all the cats and
kittens. Renee was a saint and answered all my questions about the cats and
allowed me to take pictures to take home and share with my husband. After a
few weeks and much contemplation, I returned for a second visit; it was then I
decided to adopt Enzo (formerly Johnathan Michael). When I arrived at the
shelter that day he had been playing with Renee’s granddaughter and quickly
came over to greet me. He then followed me around the shelter as I visited
with other cats. It was like he kept saying “pick me” and after he gave me some
head bumps, I knew he was the one.
I brought him home from the KVCKR on July 14, 2020 and we renamed him Enzo Furrari . For the first week, he hid in my bedroom closet for about 70% of the
time, however, he did come out for short period when I coaxed him or to eat,
drink and to sleep with/on me at night. With the passing of each week, he was
spending more and more time out of the closet and in the bedroom. At the end
of the first month, he was starting to become curious of the rest of the house.
At month 3, I purchased a couple of pheromone “plug ins” and these seemed to
help him become more at ease in his new home.
It has been a little over a year since he came to live with us and he has integrated wonderfully into our family, although
he still hides when our granddaughter, Emmalynn, comes to visit! He is very engaging and loving; one of his favorite
things to do is to lay across my shoulders as I walk around the house. During the fall/winter, he loved spending time
sleeping in our sunroom on the fireplace mantle or watching the leaves fall and blow around. He is very playful and
enjoys a good game of hide and seek as well as chasing toys attached to the play fishing rod. Renee was absolutely
right when she said his personality would come out much more once he was settled in a home. He is very friendly and
not shy of strangers. Everyone who meets him remarks about his sweet temperament. We could not be happier, and I
venture to say Enzo feels the same.
-Sharon M.

“Cats choose us; we don’t own them” ― Kristin Cast

Four Reasons to Give Senior Cats a Lifesaving Chance
By Matt Bershadker, ASPCA CEO taken from ASPCA.org/blog

Older shelter cats are just as loving, loyal, and delightful as young ones, but typically
the last to be adopted.
Among the 3.2 million cats entering U.S. animal shelters every year are countless
senior felines—those over 10 years old—tragically overlooked by potential adopters
due to their age.

Vladimir

Dangerous myths about these older animals often prevent them from being chosen,
and in some cases, result in senior cats being among the first shelter animals to be
euthanized. Common misconceptions include thinking that senior cats are less healthy than younger animals, less
friendly and harder to train.
None of those assumptions are necessarily correct, and older pets actually have several advantages over their
younger counterparts. Because adopting senior pets is so crucial to saving their lives, it’s essential to know and
share these four key benefits:
•

Predictable personalities: While the personalities of kittens change as they grow up, the personalities of adult
animals are fully formed, which makes them more predictable. That doesn’t mean adult cats can’t learn. In fact,
they can be amazingly adaptive.

•

Older cats may settle in more quickly: By the time adult cats are grown up, they are used to experiencing new
sights and sounds. These animals acclimate more easily due to their typically calmer dispositions, their familiarity with home environments, and their experiences living with other animals.

•

Less need for constant monitoring: Adult cats require less supervision than kittens, who sometimes can’t distinguish between safe situations and dangerous ones. If you have children in the home, keep in mind that every
cat is unique. Some are great with newborns or high-energy kids, while others are better off with older children
who better understand boundaries. Always have your children spend time with potential pets as part of the
adoption process.

•

They create new bonds: Age is not a determining factor in an animal’s affection or ability to develop new relationships. One of the benefits of adopting a senior cat from a shelter is that shelter staff are fully aware of the
personalities and temperaments of the animals in their care and can recommend best fits for your family.

All animals deserve safe and loving homes, but some cases are more urgent than others. Making a strong match is
most likely when adopters leave their expectations and presumptions at the shelter door and understand that each
animal is unique and deserving of fair consideration.
You can play a vital role in helping senior pets by adopting one yourself, as well as by encouraging friends, family and colleagues to keep an
open mind and do the same. Remember that when older animals get
adopted, lives are not only rescued, but restarted.

Miss Wellington

Many of our senior cats at KVCKR have been in the shelter their entire
life and deserve a chance at their forever home. Please give them a
chance and a loving home to live out their golden years.

Volunteer
Spotlight:
Kara Andersson
Residence: Manchester, NH

How did you start volunteering at KVCKR?
While living in Latrobe, I was out running and found 3 abandoned kittens on the side of the road (they started to
follow and meow at me). My husband, Jan, was allergic so we couldn’t keep them. I took them to a local Humane Society where the receptionist looked at them for a second and said “they are about 7 months and are
old enough to be on their own.” Shocked by her comment, I brought them home as she clearly wasn’t going to
help. I took them to the vet the following day to find out that they were only about 4 months old. My friend
adopted 2 of them but we kept Rudy as Jan grew attached and said it was worth taking extra allergy medication.
After a year, we decided to look for another cat to adopt. We went to KVCKR looking for a gray cat but the one
we wanted was way to timid at that time, so we adopted 2 tuxedo siblings and a senior cat that had been returned twice to the shelter. Seeing all of the good Renee was doing, I couldn’t help but volunteer. I started
February 2016.

What do you do when you are at the Shelter volunteering?
Now that I live in New Hampshire, I manage the website, write the newsletters, apply for grants, etc., basically
whatever that can be done remotely. I do take the 9 hour drive each way once or twice a year to physically
help out at the shelter...as well as visit family, friends, volunteers and all the kitties!

Have you adopted any kitties from KVCKR?
The answer is YES! We have adopted a total of 21 cats from KVCKR (2 from other shelters and our first found,
Rudy). We adopt those that don’t have a good chance of getting adopted and/or are frequently overlooked. Whether they are senior cats,
have a medical issue, are extremely timid or have a physical imperfection, they always have a place in our heart and our home!

Is there any kitty at the shelter that holds a special place in your heart?
I don’t think I could choose a specific cat...I do love them all, especially the ones that I see every time I visit and wonder why they haven’t
been adopted yet.

When not volunteering, what do you do (work, family, etc.)?
Jan and I have been married for 22 years. We have moved 10 times and have lived in all parts of NJ, PA, and Sweden (where Jan is from). The
company I have worked for since 2014 is based in London, so I have been working remotely since then. When not working, I train for and
compete in Triathlons (swim/bike/run), enjoy spending time outdoors, travelling, and relaxing with all of my kitties!

Is there anything else you would like to share?
Please consider adopting those less adoptable cats whether they be older that you are looking for or have some medical issues that can be
treated. The gray cat that I mentioned above that was way too timid to adopt back in 2016 is now the cat that sits on my lap while I watch TV
and sleeps by my head on my pillow (we adopted him in March 2018 when we moved from PA to NH).

SHELTER WISHLIST
Kiski Valley Cat & Kitten Rescue is always appreciative of

The shelter can always use the following items:

any and all donations. As a

•

Canned Cat Food

truly non-profit organization,

•

Dry Food: Preferably Purina Naturals or Kitten Chow

•

Toys/treats

•

Monetary Donations

•

Cleaning vinegar

•

Paper Towels

•

Volunteers to help clean/take care of the cats

•

Volunteers to help with “handyman” projects

•

Help finding loving homes for them!

all resources go only to the
care of the cats/kittens. The
shelter functions on the ded-

We want to hear from you!
If you would like to share your
KVCKR adoption story, please
email us at:
KVCKR@hotmail.com

